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Heritage Lo�ery Fund Work 

The HLF has allowed an extra £21,000 to 

be spent on interpreta�on around the 

Castle to bring it into line with the new 

panels in the grounds & courtyard, and 

this should be completed by the end of March. It is hoped that new 

entrance signs can be provided at the bo'om of the slope and the bo'om 

of the steps, plus be'er orienta�on around the Castle itself. 
 

Castle Events 

Last Summer’s Living History events proved very popular, par�cularly the 

new Laundress and Lady’s ac�vi�es. 
 

New events for 2014 include a “Dragon Hunt” and a “Castle Quest”, and it is 

hoped that these will a'ract more family visitors—look out for details of 

these in the new Castle leaflet. 
 

Bouquets 

The Castle had an excellent review by Visit England (England’s na�onal 

tourist board). They said that the Castle offers a very high standard of visit, 

and that the new interpreta�on panels were among the best they had seen 

and that they par�cularly liked the ones in the Castle grounds. 
 

Visitor numbers during August more than doubled compared to the 

previous year, helped by the offer of reduced-price coupons via the 

GroupOn web site. 96% of the feedback from GroupOn was extremely 

posi�ve, commen�ng that the Castle is an “unexpected gem”. 
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- Friends News - 

Rita Siddals 
Is was with great regret that we learned of the death in October of Rita 

Siddals at the age of 90. Rita was president of the Friends of Tamworth 

Castle for 10 years from 1988, joining her husband Malcolm, who served as 

Chairman for more than 20 years from the late 1970’s. Rita and Malcolm, 

who died earlier the same year, were instrumental in making the Castle 

what it is today, introducing such features as the Castle by Candlelight tour 

and the annual Spring Fair. 
 

Rita involved herself in many of Tamworth’s organisa�ons, as well as the 

Friends, and there will be a great number of people remembering her with 

affec�on. 

Friends of Tamworth Castle AGM 
Held In the Great Hall, Tamworth Castle 

on Friday 25th April 2014 at 7:30pm 
 

The Friends of Tamworth Castle is an organisa�on dedicated to helping with 

the upkeep and improvement of Tamworth Castle as a town treasure, an 

educa�onal resource and an icon represen�ng Tamworth to the wider 

world. We do this by raising funds to help toward necessary work and to 

purchase ar�cles, and by providing manpower for some of the ac�vi�es 

associated with the Castle. The Annual General Mee�ng is where you can 

help the commi'ee decide how we may best accomplish these aims, by 

leDng us know what you think. And if you feel strongly about something, 

why not volunteer as a commi'ee member yourself? 
 

Last year the Castle went though an important phase of renova�on and 

improvement, courtesy of a Heritage Lo'ery Fund grant. This is an 

important �me for the Castle, and the Friends can contribute by helping the 

Castle management and staff build on these improvements: if you a'end 

the AGM you will be helping with this process. 
 

The AGM will be followed by what I am sure will be a very popular talk on 

genealogy and family trees—more informa�on is given in the “Talks” 

sec�on, on page 4. 
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- Talks - 

Wall and Mance�er: Roman Se�lements 
By Andrew Fullerton in the Great Hall, Tamworth Castle 

On Friday 7
th

 February 2014 at 7:30pm 
 

The Romans established a fort at Wall and a pos�ng sta�on at Mance'er; it 

is thought that Mance'er was the site of the Ba�le of Watling Street, 

fought between Boudica and the Roman army, while the fort at Wall 

accommodated the Roman army on its march towards Wales. Andrews talk  

about these two sites promises to be an interes�ng one. 

Family Halloween Event 
 

The Friends Halloween event, which took place on Saturday 26
th

 October 

2013, was a hit with the many adults and children who a'ended it. 

Members of the Friends, and their friends, organized a host of spooky 

games, stories and playlets for the audience, and students from the 

Wilnecote High Department of Performing Arts put on a play in the 

Withdrawing Room. The play was about a group of landlocked pirates 

searching for treasure (in the form of the Staffordshire Hoard), un�l they 

were scared away by one of the Castle’s ghost—an imagina�ve story well 

received by the visitors. 
 

The event raised over £1,000 in total, the Friends’ share providing a 

welcome boost to our funds in support of the Castle 

Appeals 
 

The friends will be displaying a stall at a heritage event during 2014 and feel that it 

would be appropriate, during what is the centennial of the start of World War I, to 

display memorabilia related to the war. If you have any such items that you would 

be willing to lend to us, could you please contact Maureen Sherwood on 01827 

66150 (or at admin@tamworthcastlefriends.org). 
 

We will also be providing tombolas on our stall at various events, and we would 

welcome any dona�ons of items that could be used as prizes. If you could help in 

this respect, pleas contact Maureen as detailed above. 
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Castle Poetry 
By Mal Dewhirst in the Great Hall, Tamworth Castle 

On Friday 16
th

 May 2014 at 7:30pm 
 

Last October 4th was Na�onal Poet’s day and on that day Tamworth poet 

Mal Dewhirst was inaugurated as Staffordshire’s first-ever poet laureate. 
 

Mal is the man behind the celebrated Polesworth Poetry Trail and other 

poetry workshops and events in the area, and his talk promises to be one 

not to be missed. 

Family History Part 2 

By Ian Burley in the Great Hall, Tamworth Castle 

On Friday 25
th

 April 2014, 7:30 pm 

This talk is a follow-up of the one he gave to us in October 2012, and he will 

be offering us more advice on the prac�cali�es of researching your own 

family history, how to go about this, what hints and �ps will prove useful, 

and what piMalls you need to avoid. 

Ques�ons can be asked at any �me either during or aNer the talk itself. If 

you are interested in researching your family history and documen�ng your 

own family tree, this is a talk you must not miss! 
 

This talk will follow the Friends AGM (details on page 2). 

Lichfield and Tamworth Town Criers 
By Ken Knowles in the Great Hall, Tamworth Castle 

On Friday 7
th

 March 2014 at 7:30pm 
 

Ken Knowles, Lichfield’s Town Crier, has won a number of awards for his 

skills as a crier, including first prize at a Heart of England compe��on in 

Alcester and the Tennyson Trophy in the Haslemere Town Crier 

compe��on. He has also recently competed in the World Invita�onal Town 

Crier compe��on in Kingston, Canada. So if anyone can command a'en�on 

with his speaking, I am sure Ken can! 
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Festive MealFestive MealFestive MealFestive Meal    
 

Friday 31st January 2014 

The Moat House, Lichfield Street, Tamworth 
 

There are s�ll a few places leN for this, our annual post-Christmas 

meal, so if you are interested you should contact Ken Marston as 

soon as possible on 0121 378 2120 (or email him at 

social@tamworthcastlefriends.org) 

- Trips & Social Events - 

Snowdrop Tour 
A Trip to see the Snowdrops of Gloucestershire 

February 27
th

 2014 
 

 

Situated outside the beau�ful Cotswold town of Painswick, and famous for 

its snowdrop display, the Rococo Garden is a fascina�ng step back to a 

flamboyant and sensual period of English Garden Design, when gardens 

were almost theatrical sets used as a backdrop to decadent garden par�es. 

One thing they were not were great flower gardens, any plan�ngs included 

being just light decora�on around the central mini landscape theme. This 

gem of a garden, which was originally laid out in the early 18th century, is 

set in a hidden Cotswold valley with magnificent views of the surrounding 

countryside. 
 

The coach will take us to the Rococo gardens, where we can enjoy the 

delights there, and then it will take us on to the town of Stroud. Stroud, set 

in drama�c Cotswolds scenery, is a Bohemian/café/gallery sort of place, 

described by Jasper Conran as “the Covent garden of the Cotswolds”. We 

will have �me to explore the town before being returned to Tamworth. 
 

The cost is £20, and this includes entrance to the Rococo Gardens. If you are 

interested in the trip, please call Ken Marston on 0121 378 2120, or email 

him at social@tamworthcastlefriends.org. Names and monies are required 

as soon as possible, to allow Ken to complete the booking. 
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A Night at the Races 
At the Moat House, Lichfield Street, Tamworth  

On Saturday 15
th

 March 2014 
 

This will be the first “night at the races” we have organized in nearly four 

years, and I am sure it will be just as exci�ng as the last one! 
 

So, if you are ready to “place your bet”, complete the applica�on form 

included with the this news le'er and send it off to: 
 

Pauline Walsh,  

66 Fox's Covert,  

Fenny Drayton,   

Nuneaton,  

Warks  

CV13 6BQ 
 

If you would like more informa�on about this event, email 
 

admin@tamworthcastlefriends.org 

A Long Weekend in Yorkshire 
Friday 11

th
 April to Sunday 13

th
 April 

 

This trip comprises a two-night stay in Hull, with trips on the Saturday and 

Sunday. The full i�nerary is as follows: 
 

• Friday: coach travel to Kingston-upon-Hull 

• Friday night: dinner, bed & breakfast at the Holiday Inn Hull Marina 

• Saturday Morning: coach to Beverley, a market town noted for its 

minster, for a morning’s browsing and, perhaps, a pub lunch 

•  Saturday aNernoon: coach to Hornsey Freeport, a factory outlet 

shopping village 

• Saturday night: coach return to the hotel for dinner, bed & breakfast 

• Sunday morning: coach to York for a few hours sight-seeing 

• Sunday aNernoon/evening: coach return to Tamworth 
 

The cost is £155 per person inclusive. If you are interested in the trip, please 

call Ken Marston as soon as possible on 0121 378 2120, or email him at 

social@tamworthcastlefriends.org. 
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- Reviews - 

Holiday in Llandudno 
September 2013 

 

This 5-day break was much enjoyed by those who partook: if you were among 

them you may be interested in the photos below. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Above) a group of Friends at the top of the Great Orme, Llandudno 

(Below) on a day trip to Chester—the shirt sleeves indicate that the weather 

must have been kind! 
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Staffordshire Regiment Victoria Crosses 
A talk by Robert Hope on 1

st
 November 2013 

In his talk, Robert covered all of the Victoria Crosses awarded to men of the 

Staffordshire Regiment, describing the men themselves and the events that 

led to the awards . The excellent talk was well a'ended and was made even 

more interes�ng by the presence of the Regiment’s mascot—a bull terrier 

named “Watchman” (actually, “Watchman V”, as fiNh in a line of the same 

name), shown in the Castle entrance below, accompanied by his handler, 

Colour Sergeant Greg Hedges 

Castle Events in 2014 
The Castle is in the process of publishing its events calendar for 2014, so we 

unfortunately have no informa�on to give you at this �me—this item will 

return in the next news le'er. 


